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How It Works 

· The VersaLASER uses the intense energy of the laser beam to vaporize material from the work piece (wood, plastic, etc.) by either raster engraving, vector cutting, or vector marking.

· Raster engraving is the technique where the laser beam moves from left to right engraving horizontal lines as it moves down the work piece vertically. This appears much like a printer and will fill in the solid areas of your design.

· Vector cutting is when the laser beam follows a path to cut a desired outline and cuts all the way through the work piece. 

· Vector marking is when the laser beam follows a path to mark a desired outline and lightly marks the surface. 

What You Should Know Before Using the Laser Cutter:
· Black colored (filled) and shades of black (grays or grayscale) objects will raster engrave.

· Red colored outlined objects (set to hairline thickness, .05mm) will vector cut.

· Blue outlined objects (set to hairline thickness) will vector mark.

How To Print on The VersaLaser 

· Open Adobe Illustrator (Start + Programs + Keyserved Softwares + Adobe + Adobe Illustrator)

· Open New Document (File + New) and Complete Following Instructions

· Name The Document

· Change the Orientation from Portrait (vertical) to Landscape (horizontal)

· Change the Size to Custom

· Change the Units to Inches

· Change the Width to 24 inches

· Change the Height to 12 inches

· Change the Color Mode from CMYK Color to RGB Color
· If you forget to do any of these actions, you can always go to “File + Save As” to complete action “a”, “File + Document Settings” to complete actions “b” through “f”, and “File + Document Color Mode” to complete action “g”

· Begin Drawing Your Figures in Adobe Illustrator using the appropriate colors for the type of laser engraving or cutting that you plan to do (Pure Red, Black, or Blue)

· Make that you do not fill in the shapes with color unless you want the printer to raster engrave

· When you draw, make sure that your line weight is very small (.001 point would be sufficient)

· When you are ready to print follow (File+Print) to open Print dialogue box, complete the following instructions:

· Select Printer as “VL300” instead of Adobe PDF

· Click on first orientation (the upright, portrait orientation….person right-side up)

· Drag the dash-outlined box in the left preview box so that the upper left hand corner is justified with the upper left corner of the preview window, so that your drawing is in the upper left corner. 

· Push print

· When “50W VersaLaser Settings” dialogue box appears, select material. Adjust material thickness to appropriate thickness, but ONLY change intensity if you know you need to.

· Hit Print, but don’t be alarmed when no new screen appears. Go to task tray on control windows bar at bottom of screen and click on green square for versalaser control panel

· Your object SHOULD show up the PROPER color, if it is not what you expected, ask for assistance or go back to step one.
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