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Mytlftus marrhei lluel., 1887

J'alawan Slink Badger

Mydaus marchei Huet, 18it7:149. Type lorality "LTlc I'lilaouiiu,"
= Pliiliii]uiir islaniU. Pnliiwan (vide [.awifitcf I'JIVJ).

Myiiaus schadenherf^ii Jeiilink. UW5:4(). Ty|K* loiiilily '"Calami-
atifi^-Islunil.s," = Calaniian I.slanJs.

SuilloUixus marchei', I^wretue, I*>.'i9:65. Name tuiribination,

CONTEXT AND CONTENT. Order Camivora. family .Me-
pliiticluc (Drapoo and Himi-yciitl I'X)7). Tlif s[)f;(?ieB is nioiicitypir.

DIA<;iNOSIS. Mydous marchei {V\^. 1) ean
from ,W, Jararu-nsi.f, lhe only other s[>e( irs in thf gi^nus, by ils
smaller si/.p (Icngtli nf hndy, .'J20-4f)0 lum: body mass, 2.5 k{̂ ).
.•imallfr ears, shorier liiil (15—15 mm), ami larper leelh (l.a\vrrnrc
]91W: l/")g and KilliiijiU'y I9ft.'j). .M. marchfi also lias lirown lo
lilaek iijiiKTitarls and Imiwti iinderiiarts. wliercas M. javanfiisis has
hlarkish fur in Iwlh ifttioiis ol ihf luidy (Crimwiiod 1976; Hwanj;
and ljirivierc 200:i; Jentink tiW5), 1/. marchei ha.-; a sratleriiig n(
while or silvery hairs on the back and siimelinu-s iin lhe head,
whereas M. javanfrisii may have a loniplele or partial namiw white
sirifie down the baek onU> the tail anil a white ennvn (Davi.'* I*J()I;

1 Jjnj5 and Killingley lyJU). I'ur of M. marchtu' is longer and softer
ihan that o\ M. javanensis (Jentink 1895),

GENERAL CHARACTERS. \h<lans marchei has a faint-
ed faie. a slightly cloiifiatcd and inoliile snout, short and stout
limbs, plaiitigradt: feel, slriing ri-eurved rlavvs on I'roiil feet, and
well-de\elii)ied anal sefiit glands (('.rimwood l'>76; Kriiuk 21KH)).
Kars and eyes are small, KarHap is vewligial and nearly buried in
ilesli of bead ((iritnwiMid 1076). Fur on nape staiuis ereel. Tail is
"siiuare-i-m" HIHI prtilnides fmm a |iii)niinenl naked anil pale ana!
repiiin ((irimwood I97(i). K\lernal rneasnrenu'nts (in mm) i>f I suh-
adiill mall- are: ti)lal lcn(;tli, ,\MK length <if lail. 25; lenglh of hind
ftKit. .W li.ong and Killingley 1983). Width of foi-efool of I indiiid-
ual (sex unknown) was 32 miu (Krunk 2(MH1|. Itody mass (iu g) (if

2 speeitnens (srx unknown) was !{-l.̂ ,5 and 'Xl').! (IJHIJJ anil Kil-
lingley 198.3). One speeimen from Palawan weighed 2,490 g ((iriin-
wiKid 1976).

Skull (Kig. 2) has ji recnrverl coronoid proeef^s, an elongale
roslrum, antl large infrnorliilal canal (Long and Killingley l'Kf.'i).
Ml is large and V\ luis a well-rleveloped hypoi'i)ne (l.iing ami Kil-
lingley 198̂ 11. SknII measuremenis (in mm) for I male I'l-oni BIJH-
uanga Island arc; grt'ale«l lenglh nf skull. 7(>.9: Iciigili of palalc
•1-1.9: /ygomalie brfradlli. .'J5.2; internrbital br*'adlh. 17.7: lenglli oC
maxillary timlhrow, 21.8 (Limg and Killingley 1983). l^wer jaw
measures Hi mm (.lenlnik 1895),

DISTRHU TION. Mydaus marchei is. found on Busuanga.
(JaLiuit. a\H\ Palawan Islands in the Philippines (Heaney el at
I99}{; I'ig. .'?). M. nuirihtii may oceur on olher islands wilhiii llu
Palawan fmina! region. N" fossils aî " known.

AND FUNCTION. Myduus nmrchri has a it..siralK
eiimpri'ssed brain. (Ufai'lory bulbs are large, neueurlex is noi ex-
panded, and rhiual lissui'e is high, suggetiling an emphasis on ol-
laetiun an<l laek of specializalion for vi.sual pereeplion (Maflinsk^
|97;i). Palawan .'ilink badger.-* liave 2 inguinal and 1 peeloral inatn-
mae (Ixmg and Killingley 198,H). Denial formula is i 3/3, e 1/1. [i
3/4, m I/i , lotui M (Ijiwrenee 1939).

ECOLOGY. Litler .size is 2 or 3, and young are pmbalilv
reared IFI burrows (Ixingand Killingley 1983). M. marchei (xeupies
gra.-island-siirub. nalural damp grasslantl. o|K*n damp soil along
streams, rice paddies, and 2nd-growlh foiesi (lloogstraal el al.

IQ.St: Kniuk 2000; I>inR and Klllingley i9J{3; Rabor i'Utft). \f.
niarchfi forages extensively in rife paddii's nm\ mhei danip open
an-as, preferring rii:e paddies riose lo shrub areas In thii.-̂ e sur-
rounded by olher rirr fields (Knnik 2IMHI). 1/. marchei makes ex-
tensive use of shrub for sheller (Knnik 2IKH)). Paknvan slink bad-
gers fm|iit'iil mails and |ialbs while foiaging and oflen leave dis-
tinrlive traeks »vilh trailing sceiit; ihus anal glamls may lie used
for purposes otlier Ihan defense ((irimwi.Hid 1976).

\fydaus marchei <'(irisunies small frrshwaler crabs and vari-
ous inserts, including mule crickets [Crillotalpa) and small beetles
(Knuik 20(HI). It is sometimes u.ssiK-ialed wilh lhe sliort-i'lawed olter
[.Amtdiinvy cinereu.s) l)ecause iKilh species foragi" on I'rabs in sim-
ilar babital (Kruuk 2(KK)). Common palm civels (l^aradnxurus her-
maphroditus), leopard eals {Prionailurus hen^alensi.K), jiid Malay-
an civets [Mverra tanpalunau) may kill slink badgers ((iriniwiHxl
1976). .If. marchei may harlmr lhe nematodr lilattnphila ih)iig
and Killingley 19831.

BEIIAVIOK. Mvflaus marrhei has ix'en described as noe-
lurnal (Kruuk 2(H)0|. and as aeti\e bolh day ami nighl ((Iriniwood
1976). Walk is ponderous, bnl an alanni-il Palawan slink bailger
niainlaiiif'd u .steady (rot for 91 m (rFrimwowl l')7(>). \l. marchei
waik.s wilh left and righl f̂ el ignite far apart, with hin<l feel lallirig
inio sleps nf from feel (Kruuk 2(KK)),

W hen foraging. M. marchei meanders slowly, grubbing on the
surra< e or in lhe top layer of sciil with its piglike STKIUI, on asionally
using ils long CIUWN |O scraleh up small prey (Kruuk 2O(K)1. Tracks
iif a foraging stink badger were ca. 2 km long and connected an
etiliinaled 150 sites where tlie aiiinial had dug small pits (Mi cm
deep) lo calrli inveiicbrates (Kruuk 2(10(1). Stink badgers will ilig
in iHiitivated areas (Kruuk 2000), One animal was observed digging
a den, in < 5 min, in a dam (bunil) tn-tweeii riee paddien (Krunk
2(HHI|.

Mydiiiis nmrchei is noi parli<rnlar[y aggressive ((irimwood
1976; Knmk 2000). Uhen eonfronled. il draws baek ils tips in a
sruirl and shows ils heavy teelh, bul a|ipears rcluctani lo bile (Grini-
wiMid 19~()). When appnniched, W. nuircliei fiml slonips by raising
each fronl fool ca. 5 em olf lhe ground aJid bringing each ilown
willi an audible sound ((iriniwood l')7()|. .M. marchei also resimrid-
cd to human presen* e by freezing and then wandering off to con-
tinue furuging (Ki-uuk 2(KK)), One individual fiMgiifd dealh when
Isl touehed and allowed itself to lie carried until finally tit]uirling

I'll.. 1. I'lioliigiupli nl ll leinale Mydaus inarchei ncai -Vlioilan.
Palawan Uland. Used with pennistiion of the pliolographer II.
Kruuk.
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I'l'.. 2. Dorsal, vt-ntral. and luleral views nf cniniiim and lai-
erdl view of iiuttidil)Ii' of ;iii ailiill fi-niaip Mydiius marchei (Kii'Id
MusKUiii of Niilmal Historv ()2H7ii) I'mni Pjilawaii Island, I'liilip-
[lines. (JrcalKsl length of iTanium is HI.7 mm.

a ]el of yellowish IlitiiJ IVom ils anal glaiidi^ ((irimwoocl 1976). Aiiul
scent is |iiJii^i-til. lull mil olVensivc. smelling fninlly uf ulinoiiiU ami
slink iinls Hiriinwnod l')76),

« :O!NSI ' :KVATU»N S T A T I I S . Myd^ms marchei ia geograph-
i<rally n^sliiclcil iiiid nifidfmlfly ciimnioti cil llie local level (H«aney
el al, IWU: Knmk 2(HH)). Tiir Inli-inatimial Utiriin for lhe Cunst'r-
valioii of Nulmi- and Mutmal llrsounrs lislt-ii lhe s[>e(.ies as vul-
neruiile in 2(HI2 Iiascd on an assessment made in 1996, although
ihis status was (jueslioned (kruuk 2(KH)).

KKMAKKS. Mydaus marchei wiia Iraititiiinally placed in llii-
Mnslelidiii^ (WoztMicrafi I***'-.!) Imscil mi rnoriiholo^ical iind fossil
evidem-i- (l-on^; I*J7tt. l'>!il: P.-llrr 1971; VmtK-k 1921). Olhi-ran-
ihors placed stink hmlpers close In skunks (Bryiiiil et al. IW3;
Kaditiksy 1973; Si'hmidt-Kiltlcr 19ftl). (ii'm-tic iinalysi-s stipgcsl
llial stink liLul^ei^ Khouhl lie placi'il in ihc (amily Mcpliiliiiiic. along
wilh skimks ul lhe ncnrni Cont'/iatus, Mephitis, anil SpiUifiale

anil lluncyt nit I''*>7|. Siiillntaxiis was proposed ii.« a .-̂ ep-
riiis fur M. marchei (i^nvn'mi' 19.(̂ )1 anil is now lonsidered

huiS I97fi. I9H1).
Mydaus is from tlie (ireck myda meaning wel, damp. i>r

muldy, antl lhe (Jrcck us nii';miriR sulmtance (Hoiror J9f)()|; Itiis

no
Kli;. .'1. G

Philippine Islands.

120 130
lie liistribution of Mydxius marchei in lhe

likely rclers In ihr smell of stink badgers. The sjifcifii- name mur-
rhei n-fers to M. Miirche. who 1st m<-nlion<<d the .speiies. Tlii' in-
digenous cumtnurr name for M. marchei is pantol (Krniik 21MH)).

II. Patterson and M. Schnlenlierg of ihc Meld Mnscnin of Nat-
ural Mistoi")' "tilaincd ihc skull photos. l>. Dyck prepared the skull
pholds f<ir pulilicatiiin. H. Knnik provided llie pliolopraph of llie
aniriiai. >. T. Hwang was siippui1t-d liy a gradnntc scholarship from
the Universily of Saskatchewan i\nt\ liy lhe Insliliitr ffvr WctluTiil
and Vialerfowl Hcseaivh of Dm ks Unlimiled Inr. An earlier draft
1)1 this mannseri[il was reviewed hy J. Dragon, J. Knselstyn. and an

reviewer.
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